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“ For a sixth form college or a 16-19 academy, being a 
member of the SFCA is a bit of a no-brainer really. The 
day-in day-out benefits are palpable, and can be seen 
working at three different levels.

 At a national level, the SFCA provides us with a voice 
that is listened to in the corridors of power, making sure 
that we are heard alongside the voices of schools and 
universities when key educational decisions are made.

 At a local level, the SFCA supports colleges deal with the 
complexities of co-operation and competition in what can 
sometimes be a very challenging educational landscape.

 And at a one-to-one level, the SFCA supports senior 
leaders with a whole range of issues (such as staffing, 
finance, and pedagogy) particular to their institutions.

 It is this ability to operate so effectively at these 
different levels – from the individual right up to the 
national, that makes the SFCA so special. And that’s 
the reason we are, and will always be, a proud member 
of the SFCA.” 

 Richard Ronksley 
Principal, Rochdale Sixth Form College



WELCOME

The Sixth Form Colleges Association is the 
established voice of dedicated sixth form 
education and the hub of a national network 
of sixth form providers.

Leading a sixth form provider presents a particular set of challenges and 
opportunities, this year more than ever. A national network of peers, who 
can call on each other for ideas, information and support, and who can 
offer insights, advice and solutions, is invaluable. SFCA is working with its 
members to ensure that all dedicated 16-19 specialists benefit from the 
advantages of belonging to this sixth form family. 

SFCA has for over 25 years been the home of specialist experts in sixth 
form teaching, learning and leadership and, at this time of change in 
public health, policy, curriculum and funding, is the influential voice of 
sixth form education. 

Principals, staff and governors benefit from the opportunity to work with 
SFCA’s expert and experienced team in the heart of Westminster, and 
with colleagues across the country, on developing and sustaining an 
outstanding sixth form experience for 16-19 year-olds in your community. 

Bill Watkin 
Chief Executive 
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“ Sixth form colleges are an indispensable part of our education 
landscape and with Ofsted rating 89% of them as good or 
outstanding, you continue to offer young people a first-class learning 
experience. As some of you may know, I’m the product of a sixth 
form college myself, so I don’t need any excuse to beat a drum for 
you! But I would just like to say thank you to all of you, for the work 
you do in giving young people the platform they need to develop 
their skills and get on in life. I’d also like to congratulate you for the 
seamless way you have managed the transition to online learning 
over the past few months.”

 Gavin Williamson 
Secretary of State for Education



All sixth form students deserve the 
very best educational experience, 
that inspires them and sets them 
up for life. A flourishing network of 
dedicated sixth form colleges will 
make this a reality. 

Our role is to strengthen sixth form 
education by being a powerful 
advocate of dedicated sixth form 
colleges, and by supporting our 
members to deliver a first-class 
education to their students.

OUR VISION OUR PURPOSE
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8 STRATEGIC 
AIMS 
1. extend the association’s reach and 

influence
• grow our membership
• develop our partnerships
• work closely with our stakeholders

2. strengthen performance in sixth 
form colleges
• offer high quality CPD
• build effective networks
• contribute to thought leadership
• respond to bespoke and contextual  

needs

3. provide the right services of the right 
quality, and meet all the expectations 
that a college might have of 
its association
• clear and open communication channels 

with members
• coherent relationships between the 

association’s centre and regional 
networks, responsive, flexible

• creative and fleet-footed

4. support workforce development in 
sixth form colleges through
• comprehensive and data-driven research
• collective bargaining that is fair and 

responsive to the needs of the sector
• specialist expert advice and guidance in 

HR and employment law

5. champion the sixth form college 
model, with its
• specialist 16-19 focus, financial 

efficiencies, exceptional governance
• breadth of curriculum, both in and out 

of the classroom, excellent outcomes for 
students

6. inform and influence stakeholders’ 
perception and understanding of sixth 
form colleges
• work closely with politicians and policy-

makers
• maximise our impact in the media, build 

key strategic and commercial partnerships 
in education and business

7. shape policy thinking and decision-
making, keeping our members and 
sixth form education at the heart of 
the debate and the agenda

8. facilitate opportunities for sixth 
form colleges to engage in system 
leadership and to make an impact on 
outcomes for all sixth formers

6 SECTOR 
OBJECTIVES
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Fair and sufficient funding

Broad and relevant curriculum

Consistent and transparent 
accountability

1.

Genuine and sustained 
opportunities for growth4.

2.

Constructive and productive 
industrial relations

5.

3.

Strong and effective governance6.



MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
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Bespoke individual support 
The expert team is here to answer all your 
telephone and email queries on any subject.  
And if we do not know the answer, we will  
find it for you through our extensive networks. 

Media 
Our media experts will help you with all your local 
and national media needs: difficult local news stories; 
placing your celebratory articles; maintaining a high 
profile for the sector; drawing up press releases.

Funding and finance 
Finance Directors and college leaders come together 
face-to-face and online. SFCA’s relationships with 
senior officials at ESFA, DfE, Treasury and major 
banks mean that you can be sure to receive the most 
useful advice and information. And your views and 
needs will be heard by the people that matter.

Curriculum and quality 
With a major national conference, regional curriculum 
workshops, a C & Q policy committee, and an 
online platform for curriculum and senior leaders, 
SFCA is well-placed to keep you up-to-date with 
developments and in contact with colleges that have 
developed practice relevant to you.

Leadership
A one year leadership development programme 
for the next generation of college principals, led by 
serving principals and national experts in leadership, 
coaching and recruitment.

Ofsted 
When Ofsted comes, we will provide detailed data 
analysis, connections with colleges sharing contextual 
characteristics, resources, advice and guidance to 
support you through the inspection process.

Campaigning and lobbying 
SFCA facilitates the All Party Parliamentary Group 
for Sixth Form Colleges and liaises closely with 
MPs, ministers and the Secretary of State on all 
matters regarding policy and funding. You can help 
to identify the big issues of the day that SFCA will 
tackle on your behalf. We have an outstanding 
record of successful campaigning and lobbying.

Governance 
Governors are properly represented on SFCA’s 
council and are well served by a series of 
conferences, including a dedicated annual 
gathering of over 70 clerks, an online platform  
for governors to connect with each other 
and share ideas, insights, challenges and 
opportunities, and bespoke CPD and 
facilitated discussions for individual GBs.

Regional principals’ meetings 
Each term, the principals come together in 
their regions to share information, strategies, 
challenges, solutions and developments. 
Invaluable peer network meetings which build 
relationships to sustain you all year round.

Human resources 
Expert advice and guidance in all issues 
concerning HR and employment law, including 
the SFCA pay framework and employee terms 
and conditions.

Industrial relations 
Clear information to ensure contractual 
developments and transitions are fully 
understood, with individualised support where 
difficult situations arise, offering mediation and 
conflict resolution with local and national unions.

Collective bargaining 
SFCA acts on behalf of college employers to 
negotiate the pay framework and pay levels 
of all teaching and non-teaching employees in 
the year ahead. And you have a say in what the 
negotiating position should be and whether  
the eventual settlement feels right for you.
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Research 
Make the most of bespoke reports for your 
college when you are facing Ofsted or recruiting 
students. SFCA also provides multiple sector-wide 
analyses, reports and performance data. We can 
provide you with information on student outcomes 
and destinations, social mobility, curriculum 
developments and the impact of funding changes.

Resource library 
An extensive members-only web-based collection 
of key policy and research papers, case studies, 
Ofsted and funding frameworks, pro formas and 
templates, and associated advice and guidance.

Discounted Apple hardware  
and support
Whether investing in new technology, or 
maximising existing resource, the SFCA purchasing 
portal offers significant discounts.

Discounted legal services 
We have developed relationships with a number 
of law firms and have negotiated discounted 
fees on your behalf should you wish to engage  
a lawyer.

Discounted copyright licence 
You are all required by law to have copyright 
licences. We organise your licences and negotiate 
a discount on your Copyright Licensing Agency 
fees for you. 

Discounted Adobe licences 
SFCA has negotiated significant reductions in 
Adobe licence fees for members, so that students 
and staff can access the full Adobe suite on any 
device: onsite, offsite, at home, abroad and mobile.

Policy updates 
A frequent and regular distillation of 
the must-know essentials in the latest 
developments in education delivered to 
your email inbox.

Networks 
Your staff can join role-specific online networks 
and connect with each other to share resources, 
ideas, insights, challenges and opportunities 
associated with their job. There are also 
occasional opportunities for them to come 
together and build those relationships that are 
so important for cross-college working. 

Networks currently include: 

• Funding and finance  
• Governors 
• Clerks 
• Finance Directors 
 

• Senior leaders 
• Vocational 
• Higher education 
• Mental health

Publications 
You will receive copies of SFCA publications 
hot off the press; these tend to address 
hot topics of the time and best practice in 
member colleges.

Conferences 
A rich programme of events offering a blend 
of input from national experts and serving 
practitioners, and peer-learning with college 
leaders across the country.

Recruitment
SFCA advertises your senior post vacancies 
(principal, FD, SLT) across the sector, to enhance 
your chances of successful recruitment to 
key posts.

SFCA AND COVID-19
• a dedicated Covid-19 resource hub and support centre on the website

• a digital summer, including the Art Exhibition and the Summer Festival

• a live stream of Hub 6 updates and responses to individual calls for help

• a series of almost daily meetings with ministers, Ofqual, Ofsted and DfE



THE DATES, 2020 – 2021 
Covid-19 webinar #1: plans for opening  
your college

3 September 2020

Mental Health Webinar 22 September 2020

Recently Appointed Principals #1 30 September 2020

Covid-19 webinar #2: experience of opening 
your college

8 October 2020

Curriculum Conference 18 November 2020

Edtech Innovation Group #1 25 November 2020

HR/Employment Law Seminar #1 26 November 2020 

Recently Appointed Principals #2 9 December 2020

Winter Conference 13 January 2021

Clerks Conference 20 January 2021

Established Principals Symposium #1 10 February 2021

Academy Workshop 18 February 2021 

Edtech Innovation Group #2 25 February 2021

Leadership Development Programme 3 #4 10 – 11 March 2021

Funding and Finance Conference 18 March 2021

HR/Employment Law Seminar #2 16 March 2021 

Established Principals Symposium #2 8 April 2021

GDPR: data and information management 24 March 2021

HR/Employment Law Seminar #3 10 June 2021 

Summer Conference 16 – 17 June 2021

Edtech Innovation Group #3 24 June 2021

HR/Employment Law Seminar #4 1 July 2021 

National Art Exhibition 1 – 4 July 2021

Leadership Development Programme 3 #5 7 – 8 July 2021

Annual programme of governance training webinars 
more information to follow
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CONFERENCES 
AND EVENTS

These dates are correct at the time of going to print, but are subject to change.

ADDITIONAL DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

UK public holidays 
25 December 2020, Christmas Day

26 December 2020, Boxing Day

1 January 2021, New Year’s Day

5 April 2021, Easter Monday

3 May 2021, Early May Bank Holiday

31 May 2021, Spring Bank Holiday

30 August 2021, Summer Bank Holiday
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COUNCIL  
AND  
COMMITTEES

North West region

18 September 2020

20 November 2020

5 February 2021

30 April 2021

Council and Finance and General Purposes Committee meetings

22 September 2020

4 March 2021

12 May 2021 (Council Strategy Day)

6 July 2021

Curriculum and Quality Policy Committee

3 November 2020

24 February 2021

18 May 2021

Funding and Finance Policy Committee 

5 November 2020

4 March 2021

13 May 2021

SFCA HE Network group meeting

9 September 2020

Governance Policy Committee 

14 October 2020

17 March 2021

7 July 2021

SFCA Vocational network group meeting

11 November 2020

11 May 2021

North East region

14 October 2020

20 January 2021

21 April 2021

9 June 2021

Midlands region

25 November 2020

10 March 2021

9 June 2021

London region

16 October 2020                                                                            

11 December 2020                                                                          

5 February 2021                                                                             

26 March 2021 

21 May 2021 

2 July 2021

South East region

19 November 2020

2 March 2021

REGIONAL 
PRINCIPALS 
MEETINGS

South West region

16 October 2020

5 February 2021

11 June 2021

TBC

ACVIC (catholic colleges)

All dates are correct at the time of going to press.

East region

5 October 2020

8 March 2021

10 May 2021



THE CORE TEAM 
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Bill leads and oversees the work of 
the team and ensures that SFCA 
supports, champions and strengthens 
all members through his dealings 
with government, media, trade 
unions and other stakeholders.

Graham leads on industrial  
relations issues and pay  
negotiations with the recognised 
teacher and support staff unions.

Deepa supports members on 
curriculum, quality and inspection 
issues and oversees SFCA’s 
programme of conferences and 
events.

Tel: 020 3824 0462

Email: bill.watkin@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 3824 0464

Email: graham.baird@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 3824 0463

Email: deepa.jethwa@sixthformcolleges.org

Bill Watkin, 
Chief Executive

Graham Baird, 
Director of HR Services

James Kewin, 
Deputy Chief Executive

James is responsible for SFCA’s  
research, media and parliamentary 
activities and provides support to 
members on a wide range of issues.

Tel: 020 3824 0461

Email: james.kewin@sixthformcolleges.org

The HR/Employemnt Law 
Specialist supports members  
through the provision of  
employment and HR advice.

Tel: 020 3824 0465

Email: to be confirmed

New appointment pending, 
HR/Employment Law Specialist

Jony is the main point of contact 
for membership enquiries and 
ensures that members receive 
all the information and support 
they need.

Tel: 020 3824 0468

Email: jonathan.isaacs@sixthformcolleges.org

Jonathan Isaacs, 
Policy and Membership Services Manager

Noni supports SFCA’s research 
programme and parliamentary affairs 
and leads on data analysis.

Tel: 020 3824 0469

Email: noni.csogor@sixthformcolleges.org

Noni Csógör, 
Research and Policy Manager

Patricia manages SFCA’s 
finances and accounts and 
deals with all subscription 
and related queries.

Tel: 0203 824 0466

Email: patricia.odunewu@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 3824 0467

Email: to be confirmed

Patricia Odunewu, 
Head of Finance 

New appointment pending, 
Policy and Governance Manager

Deepa Jethwa, 
Policy and Events Manager 



THE EXTENDED TEAM 
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John provides specialised advice 
and guidance to members on all 
funding and finance related issues.

Deborah provides specialist advice 
on all issues relating to governance 
and clerking.

Liz is co-ordinating SFCA’s work 
on leadership development and 
oversees the SFCA leadership 
development programme.

Email: financehub@sixthformcolleges.org

Email: deborah.perry@sixthformcolleges.org

Email: liz.winn@sixthformcolleges.org

John Boyle, 
Director of Finance and Funding Hub

Deborah Perry, 
Director of Governance and Clerks Hubs

Liz Winn, 
Leadership Development Co-ordinator

Lynda became Vice Chair of the 
council of the Sixth Form Colleges 
Association in 2010. She is Governor 
Representative of the North West 
Region and is a Governor at  
Sir John Deane’s Sixth Form College  
in Cheshire.

Nick leads on the Six Dimensions 
project, providing bespoke analytics 
on the performance of individual 
colleges and the 16-19 sector. 
He is the Deputy Principal at 
Peter Symonds College.

Nick became the Chair of the 
Council of the Sixth Form Colleges 
Association in October 2016.  
In 2012, he was appointed as 
Principal of Cardinal Newman 
College in Preston.

Nick Burnham, 
SFCA Council Chair

Lynda Allen, 
SFCA Council Vice Chair, 

Nick Allen, 
Six Dimensions analyst and author



THE VOICE OF SIXTH FORM EDUCATION

DIGITAL STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT  
FOR SIXTH FORM COLLEGES

Occasional Paper No6

Across the UK, we are seeing how dramatically 
different the future of work and education will 
be. Educators have a crucial role in equipping 
students with the critical thinking skills and 
digital knowledge needed for the worlds of 
higher education and work. 
 

Adjusting to these realities, sixth form colleges are 
promoting increased levels of flexible and independent 
learning, in recognition that students who are empowered, 
confident and self-directed are able to better acquire, 
question and contextualise materials. Sixth form colleges 
realise that students are more likely to be successful when 
they have independent, critical thinking skills, and are 
therefore conscious of how their digital strategy, including 
a virtual learning environment (VLE), can facilitate this.
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CONTACT US
Curriculum & inspection 
deepa.jethwa@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 38240 463

General enquiries
jonathan.isaacs@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 3824 0468

Governance
graham.baird@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 3824 0467

HR & employment issues
info@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 3824 0465 
 
 

Industrial Relations
graham.baird@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 3824 0464

Invoicing
patricia.odunewu@sixthformcolleges.org 

Tel: 0203 824 0466

Policy & public affairs
james.kewin@sixthformcolleges.org

Tel: 020 3824 0461

Switchboard: 020 3824 0468 

Email: info@sixthformcolleges.org 

Website: www.sixthformcolleges.org 

Twitter: @SFCA_info
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“ Being a member of the SFCA is critical for us 
and has ensured that our leaders are able to 
participate in excellent leadership programmes.  
We are kept up to date with trends and themes 
that affect our sector. The Association helps us 
to celebrate and coordinate the successes of our 
students to continually remind all stakeholders 
about the benefits of sixth form education.  
Specialist guidance and support offered for  
HR, governance, curriculum and quality, amongst 
others, always keep us up to date.

 My senior team knows that there is always a 
member of the SFCA team to support them 
with any issue that they face and this is the kind 
of support that helps them to achieve the very 
best that is possible for our students, staff and 
communities.”

 Catherine Richards 
Principal, East Norfolk Sixth Form College



THE REGIONS
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North-West Region
Council member: Jayne Clarke, Oldham Sixth Form College
Email: JCL@osfc.ac.uk

North-East Region
Council member: Tim Fisher, Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College
Email: tfisher@qeliz.ac.uk

Midlands Region
Council member: Remley Mann, King Edward VI College, 
Stourbridge 
Email: remley.mann@kedst.ac.uk

East Region
Council member: Jo Trump, Hills Road Sixth Form College
Email: jtrump@hillsroad.ac.uk

London Region
Council member: Paul Wakeling, Havering Sixth Form College
Email: paulwakeling@havering-sfc.ac.uk

South-East Region
Council member: Dan Dean, Esher College
Email: DDean@esher.ac.uk

South-West Region
Council member: Jonathan Prest, Barton Peveril  
Sixth Form College
Email: jnp@barton.ac.uk

Catholic Colleges
Council member: Nick Burnham, Cardinal Newman College 
Email: Nburnham@cardinalnewman.ac.uk

Each of the seven 
SFCA regions, as 
well as the family  
of catholic colleges,  
is represented on  
the SFCA Council. 

Members of the Council act as 
an advisory body and a sounding 
board for SFCA strategy and 
activity, and they act as a channel 
of communication to ensure that 
the latest information, advice and 
guidance from the SFCA team 
is available to all the colleges in 
their regions.



OUR MEMBERS SAY
“ I increasingly turn to the SFCA as my source of sector specific 

advice and guidance. The organisation has that winning formula 
of diligent people with passion for their work, who genuinely 
want to help. Joining the supportive community created by 
Bill and his team has had a significantly positive impact on our 
college. More than ever, I value the strong relationship we have 
with them.

 In short, great insight on the issues of the day, great tenacity 
in their advocacy for their sector and great facilitation of 
professional learning. In what has been an enormously 
challenging period for us all, the SFCA has stepped forward 
to provide the advice, support and leadership that we have all 
needed. I know that I will speak for many when I say thank you.”

 David Holtham 
Principal, Elliot Hudson College

“ Just to say how much we value being part of this network. 
Reading the posts has been extremely helpful and helped add 
context and clarity to some very big decisions we have had to 
make in these challenging times. Bill, James and the rest of 
the SFCA team- you’ve been outstanding. Thank you.

 We will be using the significant insight and knowledge of our 
SFCA colleagues when making our own decisions in the best 
interests of our learners.”

 Ben Robinson 
Principal of Bede Sixth Form College
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“ The SFCA is an invaluable source of advice, information 
and support, as well as providing a forum for debate and 
discussion on issues that matter to post 16 providers. In 
addition to its reliable services around employment and 
policy, SFCA membership offers frequent opportunities to 
share ideas and strategies with colleagues across the country 
and to benefit from the collective ingenuity of the sector.” 

 Tim Fisher 
Principal, Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College
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THE MEMBERS
SFCA represents all designated Sixth Form Colleges 
and 16 to 19 academies in England, as well as a growing 
number of FE colleges and 16-19 free schools.

Roman Catholic  
Sixth Form Colleges  
are indicated by a •

North-West Region
1 Aquinas College •
2 Ashton Sixth Form College
3 Birkenhead Sixth Form College
4 Bolton Sixth Form College
5 Cardinal Newman College •
6 Carmel College •
7 Connell Co-op College
8 The Cheadle and Marple Network
9 Holy Cross College •
10 Hugh Baird College  

(South Sefton Campus)
11 Loreto College •
12 Nelson and Colne College 
13 Oldham Sixth Form College
14 Priestley College
15 Rochdale Sixth Form College
16 Runshaw College
17 St John Rigby College •
18 St Mary's College, Blackburn •
19 Salford City College
20 Sir John Deane's College
21 Southport College
22 The Blackpool Sixth Form College
23 Winstanley College
24 Xaverian College •

North-East Region
25 Barnsley College 
26 CAPA College 
27 Dixons Sixth Form Academy
28 Durham Sixth Form Centre
29 Elliot Hudson College
30 Franklin College
31 Greenhead College
32 Huddersfield New College
33 John Leggott Sixth Form College
34 Longley Park Sixth Form College
35 New College Bradford
36 New College Doncaster
37 New College Pontefract
38 Newcastle Sixth Form College
39 Notre Dame Catholic Sixth Form 

College •
40 Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College
41 Scarborough Sixth Form College  
42 Bede Sixth Form College
43 Prior Pursglove and Stockton  

Sixth Form College
44 Thomas Rotherham College
45 Wilberforce Sixth Form College
46 Wyke Sixth Form College

Midlands Region
47 Bilborough Sixth Form College
48 Cadbury Sixth Form College
49 Cirencester College
50 City of Stoke-on-Trent Sixth Form 

College
51 Gateway Sixth Form College
52 Hereford Sixth Form College
53 Joseph Chamberlain Sixth Form 

College
54 King Edward VI College Nuneaton
55 King Edward VI College, Stourbridge
56 Newcastle and Stafford Colleges 

Group
57 Shrewsbury Colleges Group
58 Solihull Sixth Form College
59 Worcester Sixth Form College
60 Wyggestion and Queen Elizabeth I 

College

East Region
61 Abbeygate Sixth Form College
62 East Norfolk Sixth Form College
63 Hills Road Sixth Form College
64 Long Road Sixth Form College
65 Luton Sixth Form College
66 One Sixth Form College
67 The Sixth Form College, Colchester
68 USP College

London Region
69 BSix Sixth Form College 
70 Christ the King Sixth Form College •
71 City and Islington College 
72 Coulsdon Sixth Form College
73 Haringey Sixth Form College
74 Havering Colleges Sixth Form
75 Leyton Sixth Form College
76 Newham Sixth Form College
77 St Charles Catholic Sixth Form 

College •
78 St Dominic's Sixth Form College •
79 St Francis Xavier Sixth Form College •
80 Shooters Hill Sixth Form College
81 Sir George Monoux College
82 William Morris Sixth Form
83 Woodhouse College

South-East Region
84 Bexhill Sixth Form College
85 Brighton Hove and Sussex Sixth Form 

College
86 Esher Sixth Form College
87 Godalming College
88 Reigate Sixth Form College
89 The College of Richard Collyer
90 Varndean College
91 Woking College

South-West Region
92 Alton College
93 Barton Peveril Sixth Form College
94 Havant and South Downs College
95 Itchen Sixth Form College
96 Peter Symonds College
97 Portsmouth College
98 Queen Mary's College
99 Richard Huish College
100 Richard Taunton Sixth Form College
101 St Brendan's Sixth Form College •
102 St Vincent College
103 Salisbury Sixth Form College
104 The Henley College
105 The Sixth Form College Farnborough

Wales
106 St David's Catholic Sixth Form 

College •
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SOME HIGHLIGHTS  
FROM 2019 – 2020 

Events
• A rich programme of national 

and regional conferences, 
workshops and webinars

• Speakers included:

 Rt Hon Gavin Williamson, MP

 Rt Hon Robert Halfon, MP

 Rebecca Long-Bailey, MP

 Dame Alison Peacock

 Katherine Cowell, RSC

 Maj.-Gen. Paul Nanson

 Tim Oates

 Steve Munby

 Lee Sears

 Tim Bradshaw

 Pr. Becky Francis

Programmes
• Leadership Development
• Middle Leadership Teams
• Established principals
• Behavioural Insights

Resources
• Working Time Arrangements
• Workforce Survey
• Key Facts
• Four Priorities
• Occasional Papers 7 

(marketing) and 8 (creativity)

Key achievements
• Dedicated Covid-19 resources, 

hub and support 
• NJC settlements
• Spending round gains
• A Digital Summer, including: 

Summer Festival, Annual Awards, 
2020, National Art Exhibition

• Partnership with Adobe
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 “The Newcastle and Stafford Colleges Group (NSCG) 
might not be the typical college you expect to see as a 
member of the Sixth Form Colleges Association.  We are 
a merger of a Tertiary and GFE institution and as such 
have a diverse curriculum and student offer, but with 
more than 5000 full time 16-18 year olds studying at our 
two college sites it was important to us to be part of an 
organisation which has a total focus on the needs of this 
important cohort.

 I’ve found everyone very welcoming and really 
enjoyed attending the regional meetings and national 
conferences, meeting principals and senior staff 
who share our challenges and who are happy to talk 
curriculum and discuss the impact of policy on young 
people.  The quality of conference topics and guest 
speakers provides a good balance of horizon scanning 
along with delving into the detail. SFCA members seem 
to genuinely want to share good practice and support 
each other, you see that not just at scheduled events, but 
in the daily email traffic on topics of importance.  

 As with most things it’s important to judge the ‘impact’ 
and I’m pleased to say that I’ve been impressed by the 
student-centred nature of everything the organisation 
does.  They seem to punch above their weight with 
access to government ministers and policy officials and 
their funding ‘asks’ have a clarity of message which has 
garnered support and delivered results.    The Covid-19 
pandemic has turned many things upside down, giving 
us all a set of new and emerging challenges to deal with.  
Bill, James and the team have intervened on behalf of 
our sector and students on many issues with no query 
too small for them to respond to.  I can certainly see the 
benefits of membership for my college…”

 Karen Dobson OBE 
Principal & Chief Executive, Newcastle & Stafford Colleges Group
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