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 Are students and staff expected to come into college before June 1st? 

o Students who can stay at home, except those with EHCPs, social workers, and 
parents who are key workers, should do so if possible. The vast majority of students 
in sixth form colleges will be able to do this safely. Colleges should maintain 
classroom delivery for these priority groups of students. [Source: Maintaining 
Education and Skills Training Provision: Further Education Providers]  

 What is meant by ‘vulnerable’? We know it includes students with EHCPs and a social worker; 
what about those living independently, with known mental health issues, LDD, or a personal 
care package?  

o Colleges have discretion to provide supervision to students they perceive as 
vulnerable who do not have an EHCP. [Source: Maintaining Educational Provision] 

 Who are key workers, and how do we verify who among the parents is and isn’t one? 

o There is a list of key workers here. Colleges may ask for proof of employment such 
as an ID card or a payslip. [Source: Maintaining Education and Skills Training 
Provision: Further Education Providers] 

 If teachers refuse/are unable to staff the college in safe numbers, where should vulnerable 
students and key workers’ children go? 

o There is an expectation that for provision for 16 to 19 local schools, colleges and 
providers should work together on arrangements that reflect local needs, including 
over the Easter holidays [Source: Maintaining Education and Skills Training 
Provision: Further Education Providers] 

 Precisely what services are colleges expected to provide to students who are in college when 
operating a partial closure? What about to students who are now staying home? 

o The priorities are to provide care and safeguarding. Normal curriculum requirements 
have been suspended. This also applies to students who are staying at home; 
colleges should provide online learning resources, but need not provide a normal 
teaching timetable online (although this is excellent practice if possible).  [Source: 
Maintaining Education and Skills Training Provision: Further Education Providers] 

 How will data collection take place if the college is closed? 

o Many data collection procedures have been cancelled, paused, or changed this year 
to minimise the burden on colleges. A full list, showing the status of each data 
collection measure, is available here. [Source: Maintaining Education and Skills 
Training Provision: Further Education Providers] 
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More information required: 

 Has the Department considered a change to the start in the academic year to facilitate hiring of 
new staff, usually conducted around Easter/over summer term? 

o No response yet, but DfE will continue to monitor the situation.  

 Many colleges which provide home-to-college transport are concerned by the requirement to 
comply with PSVAR, which has been delayed until July 2020 for some colleges and until 
January 2022 for others, and which is likely to cost a significant amount, as many bus 
operators do not have sufficient numbers of accessible coaches. Can we expect a further delay 
for colleges in the former group, as a number of bus operators are likely to shortly go bust and 
colleges’ financial situation may change? 

 Attendance is now be submitted to the DfE directly via an online form. The deadline is 12pm 
each day. Might the DfE relax this to space out traffic to the site? 

 

1. Workforce 

 Staff able to stay in college may not have the skills or training to deliver the level of care and 
support needed and stipulated within the EHCP. Who should be in college over Easter?  

o Providing the full level of support stipulated in an EHCP will not be possible or 
necessary for colleges during the crisis, with statutory obligations on local authorities 
suspended. [Source: Guidance on Vulnerable Children and Young People] 

 If colleges need to stay open over Easter, most support staff are on term-time only contracts. 
How will they be paid and supported? 

o Any decision on additional working for term time only (TTO) staff will be subject to 
local agreements and contracts. 

 If staff are self-isolating due to their own or their family members’ risk factors, should this be 
classed as sick leave? 

o No, unless it meets the ACAS criteria. See the ACAS guidance here. 

 What protections will be afforded to staff who go into college to work? 

o Colleges and 16 – 19 academies and their staff should follow social distancing 
arrangements and continue to monitor advice from Government and public health 
England, continuing to assess risks to and from employees, students, visitors etc, 
review their policies and procedures, consider additional safety measures, and 
communicate information to staff, students and parents as matters continue to 
develop. The current position is that PPE is not required in mainstream 16-19 
education settings, but you should also follow the additional guidelines on cleaning 
laid out here. [Source: Implementing Social Distancing in Education and Childcare 
Settings] 

 Cabinet Office guidance suggests that colleges should continue to pay contractors for services 
they are no longer receiving (even those these contractors would qualify for the job retention 
scheme). At the same time, it is still unclear if colleges can furlough their own staff that work on 
commercial and other non-ESFA grant funded provision. It feels like colleges are experiencing 
the worst of both worlds – and the costs are mounting on a daily basis. Some examples: 

o College X has contractors to deliver catering and transport. These services are no 
longer being provided, and the contractors should be eligible for 80% coverage of 
wages through the Job Retention Scheme. On the other hand, the recent 
guidance from Cabinet Office suggests ‘contracting authorities’ (if that is what 
colleges are – also unclear) must maintain at least some payments to suppliers. 
Colleges want to do the right thing by their suppliers and will continue to work with 
them once the crisis is over but at the same time cannot keep private sector 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.acas.org.uk/coronavirus/self-isolation-and-sick-pay
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
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companies afloat when they have financial pressures of their own. Insurers are not 
interested in paying for any of the above, and it would be better if the contract was 
suspended/amended for a period while the companies received government aid 
rather than broken by force majeure. 

 Colleges are contracting authorities. The Cabinet Office guidance is advisory 
only, however, and colleges should make sure that their suppliers have 
exhausted other possible avenues of support, such as the Job Retention 
Scheme, before assessing whether they require continued payment. [Source: 
Procurement Policy Notice (PPN) 02/20 Supplier Relief Due to Covid-19 - 
Additional post-16 educational sector guidance] 

o College Y employs staff on a sessional/zero hours basis. College is effectively 
closed and the services that these non-contracted staff provide are no longer 
required. What happens here? If they are contracted it feels more straightforward as 
the college had already budgeted for their work, as with teachers. This last point is 
tricky, because the income of some colleges will be hit far more than others and 
costs have increased a lot more for some colleges than others, so what 
was/wasn’t/will/will not be in budgets has already changed dramatically. One 
example is invigilators: their services are no longer needed in most cases, but they 
are not eligible for furlough.  

 We now have clear guidance on furloughing for workers; essentially it is a 
matter of public versus private funding, with positions funded through 
continued ESFA grants not eligible for the Job Retention Scheme, while 
positions funded through private income (or public income which has been 
paused, e.g. for some apprenticeships) are eligible—if the college cannot 
otherwise pay staff. Non-contracted staff working in income-generating 
pursuits like running nurseries, catering, or international student recruitment 
are therefore straightforwardly eligible for furlough. Where the college cannot 
neatly distinguish between funding streams that pay for a particular position 
which must be either eliminated or furloughed, the college can furlough staff, 
with the proviso that the proportion of the payroll furloughed should not 
exceed the proportion of the college’s income usually generated from non-
public sources. [Source: Financial Support for Education, Early Years and 
Children’s Social Care] 

o College Z has a nursery. This is a private enterprise and entirely self-funding.  

 This is eligible for the Job Retention scheme and it is possible that the college 
will make up the further 20% if it can. [Source: Early Years and Childcare 
Closures and Claim for Your Employees’ Wages Through the Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme]  

 

2. Funding 

 Will funding from ESFA continue as normal?  

o Yes, for 16-19 funding and adult education funding will continue as allocated for 
2019/20. Allocations for 2020/21 have already been finalised and will be paid in line 
with profile. [Source: Maintaining Education and Skills Training Provision: Further 
Education Providers] 

 Can Free School Meal entitlements be paid via bank transfer directly to students? 

o Yes. ESFA has confirmed this can take place in the current circumstances. 

 Are 16-19 academies included in the scope of the FSM guidance for schools (including 
eligibility for voucher system)? 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/procurement-policy-notice-ppn-0220-supplier-relief-due-to-covid-19-additional-post-16-educational-sector-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/procurement-policy-notice-ppn-0220-supplier-relief-due-to-covid-19-additional-post-16-educational-sector-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/procurement-policy-notice-ppn-0220-supplier-relief-due-to-covid-19-additional-post-16-educational-sector-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-financial-support-for-education-early-years-and-childrens-social-care/coronavirus-covid-19-financial-support-for-education-early-years-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-financial-support-for-education-early-years-and-childrens-social-care/coronavirus-covid-19-financial-support-for-education-early-years-and-childrens-social-care
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/maintaining-education-and-skills-training-provision-further-education-providers
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o Yes. 16-19 academies and free schools should now have received log-in details for 
the Edenred voucher system and are in scope for the FSM guidance for schools. 
Sixth form colleges and FE colleges can also use the voucher system, but will need 
to pay for vouchers through future bursary/FSM allocations, and fill in a template in 
order to participate, which is here. [Source: 16-19 Funding – Free Meals in Further 
Education Funded Institutions for 2019 to 2020] 

 The deadline to bid for Condition Improvement Funding has now passed. Will colleges receive 
this funding as planned? 

o Yes; applications are currently being assessed and successful applicants will be 
notified in April. [Source: Communication from CIF team at DfE] 

 How should hardship bursary payments be made to students where they usually receive 
cash/cheques in person in college?  

o Awards and/or payments from the 16-19 Bursary Fund should be based upon the 
needs of individual students, and support students to overcome specific financial 
barriers to participation.  Where students are not physically present due to Covid-19 
and are being supported (where possible) to learn at home, we ask that providers 
make reasoned judgements as to the appropriateness of providing financial support , 
as you usually do whilst still following the bursary rules.  Please do keep a record of 
your decision and any discussions held with your students. You are best placed to 
decide whether your existing payment arrangements for the bursary fund or other 
financial support can be flexed to ensure students receive the support they need in 
the current situation. [Source: Communication from ESFA] 

 Adult education funding: Where adult work in the summer term cannot happen, will funding be 
clawed back? Will allocations for next year be reduced if this year’s is not spent? Will there be 
some flexibility in AEB allocations? 

o There will be no reconciliation process for 2019/20, so there will be no clawback of 
AEB funds, unless the college has not attempted to ensure that adult education can 
continue through virtual means. Where online education is not possible, records 
should be kept showing that the college maintained communication with students in 
preparation for them to return to education in the future. [Source: Maintaining 
Education and Skills Training Provision: Further Education Providers] 

 Will apprenticeship funding continue as normal? 

o Apprenticeship funding will only continue for those students who are able to continue 
training online or in an open workplace; for those who need to take a pause in their 
study of four weeks or more due to workplace closures, this should be recorded, and 
funding will be paused. This means that apprentices will complete their courses later 
than initially planned. [Source: Apprenticeship Programme Response] 

 Will funding be cut if assessors cannot access workplaces where apprentices are still working? 

o No. Assessors will be able to assess apprentices remotely if possible; if this is not 
possible, the assessment will be delayed but the apprenticeship itself will continue. 
[Source: Apprenticeship Programme Response] 

 
More information required: 

 Will there be flexibility in applying the usual 16-19 funding rules on: 

Allocations for future years (including 540 f/time threshold) 

Retention calculations  

FE Commissioner interventions and financial health grading  

CDF work placements  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-free-meals-in-further-education-funded-institutions-for-2019-to-2020#coronavirus-covid-19-specific-update
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-free-meals-in-further-education-funded-institutions-for-2019-to-2020#coronavirus-covid-19-specific-update
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-free-meals-in-further-education-funded-institutions-for-2019-to-2020#coronavirus-covid-19-specific-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/maintaining-education-and-skills-training-provision-further-education-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/maintaining-education-and-skills-training-provision-further-education-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-apprenticeship-programme-response/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-apprentices-employers-training-providers-end-point-assessment-organisations-and-external-quality-assurance-pro
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-apprenticeship-programme-response/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-apprentices-employers-training-providers-end-point-assessment-organisations-and-external-quality-assurance-pro
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Clawback generally 

o Where appropriate “alternative data sources” will be used to calculate allocations for 
2021 to 2022. This is welcome and the detail of what these sources might be is 
currently being considered. [Source: Maintaining Education and Skills Training 
Provision: Further Education Providers] 

o Retention factors for 2021/22 allocations will not be applied as usual; the precise 
arrangements are still being discussed. [Source: Maintaining Education and Skills 
Training Provision: Further Education Providers] 

o DfE has indicated to us that there will be flexibility on these issues but nothing formal 
has been issued yet to confirm this. FE Commissioner visits have stopped. We have 
requested that there is significant flexibility on all these issues.  

 Will students be funded in full if they choose to re-sit Year 13? 

 When do Year 13 students officially leave this year? Are there GLH/funding implications if this 
is earlier than usual? 

 Might the ILR retention date (day 42) be delayed to allow colleges more time to ensure their 
students are on the right courses in 2020-21? 

 Many colleges are owed significant amounts in High Needs funding by councils – what action 
can be taken now on refusal to pay, given the need to support these students? Some councils 
have already stopped payments as a result of closures.  

 Exam fees are a major expense for colleges and schools. Are they now no longer required to 
pay them/will there be a discount? 

o Ofqual says it will return to this issue once details of summer assessment have been 
finalised. Many colleges are taking the view that it is best to pay as planned but then 
help SFCA to lobby for refunds when the picture is clearer.  

 Insurance companies are advising colleges that no refunds will be offered for cancelled trips 
abroad until further clarification is issued from the government. They are also advising colleges 
that Coronavirus is not on the list of illnesses that can trigger business interruption insurance. 
This means no cover for cancellation of holiday clubs, lettings etc.  

o DfE has indicated that it will not be able to answer questions on insurance but is in 
touch with the relevant government departments. 

 Will there be any income support made available to colleges who rely on income from 
international and boarding students, which is likely to drop off significantly this term and next 
year? 

 Will colleges be required to release staff who wish to become emergency volunteers or to 
return to the NHS to aid in the crisis response, as set out in the Coronavirus Bill, given that 
educators are also key workers? 

 Adult funding:  

o Some colleges have received requests for additional adult learning work they are not 
funded for during this crisis, and could do good work by delivering this.  

o Hourly paid staff on adult programmes will not receive income if they do not work – 
how should colleges deal with this? 

 

3. Qualifications and exams  

 How will grades be decided now that exams are cancelled? Will students be able to ‘repeat’ 
Year 13 if they wish to do so instead, or to re-sit in the autumn? 

o Full guidance has now been published on A levels, GCSEs, and AS levels. Students 
due to sit exams this summer will instead be awarded a grade based on teacher 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/maintaining-education-and-skills-training-provision-further-education-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/maintaining-education-and-skills-training-provision-further-education-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/maintaining-education-and-skills-training-provision-further-education-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/maintaining-education-and-skills-training-provision-further-education-providers
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judgments of how students would likely have done if they had sat their exams (which 
teachers will agree within departments based on a holistic assessment of students’ 
work so far, guided by Ofqual advice), as well as a ranking of students within each 
grade boundary, which will then be moderated by exam boards to take account of 
colleges’ prior attainment profiles, previous results, and the national picture. Colleges 
will submit these grades for a deadline no earlier than May 29th.  

o A level grades will be available on August 20th and GCSEs on August 13th, and have 
a similar distribution as in previous years. They can be appealed, but the appeals 
process is likely to focus on administrative errors only, as students have the option to 
take exams in early autumn if they are unhappy with their grades. 

o Students will also be able to sit exams early next academic year or in summer 2021 
if they wish if unhappy with the system. 

o Proposals have now been published on vocational and technical qualifications, but 
are less specific than the guidance on A levels and are subject to consultation. 
Vocational qualifications generally used for progression to FE and HE, which 
includes most applied general qualifications and tech levels, will be assessed 
similarly to A levels, with a calculated grade based either on teacher judgments, 
awarding body judgments (which will be based in part on any coursework that has 
already been completed and assessed), or both. In the case of qualifications which 
provide a license to practice or are largely focused on entry to the workplace, 
however, adapted assessments will be used. If it is not possible to hold these this 
year, some assessments may need to be taken in the autumn, resulting in a delayed 
graduation. Awarding bodies will decide which precise approach to follow for each 
qualification. More information is available on this here. 

 [Source: Summer 2020 Results for Vocational, Technical and Other Qualifications] 

 Related to the above, what is the mechanism for awarding university places?   

o Calculated grades will 'count' for the same as examined grades in previous years, 
and universities will honour offers as usual. Some universities have started to make 
conditional offers unconditional in response to the announcement, but they have 
been asked to pause doing so. Students with a confirmed university place may 
choose to take autumn exams; they will need to discuss with their university whether 
they can start their course as planned or delay their entry. Universities have 
indicated that they will be flexible if possible. [Source: Summer 2020 Grades - 
Guidance for Teachers, Students, Parents and Carers] 

 Coursework: What will happen to pieces of coursework that are currently under moderation 
and waiting to be sent off, or incomplete coursework that students cannot complete at home? 

o There is no requirement to submit any additional coursework after college closures. 
[Source: Summer 2020 Grades - Guidance for Teachers, Students, Parents and 
Carers] 

 If A level exams aren’t happening, does that mean Year 13 students don’t need to finish the 
syllabus, complete coursework, or do any revision? Does it mean staff don’t need to put in 
place online learning activities for Year 13s?  

o Staff should work to provide as high a quality of online provision for Year 13s as they 
can for now. However, there is no need to set additional mock exams or homework 
for the purpose of determining an assessment grade, and improvement or 
deterioration in performance on tasks set after 20th March should not necessarily be 
taken into account, as this is likely to reflect the change in circumstances in which 
students are working. [Source: Summer 2020 Grades - Guidance for Teachers, 
Students, Parents and Carers]  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881109/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications_UPDATE_24APR2020_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881109/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications_UPDATE_24APR2020_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
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 What will happen to external candidates who register at a college to take their exams but 
receive no teaching, including former students re-taking exams? What about home-schooled 
students? What about adult students? 

o Students whose likely exam performance the college feels confident of predicting, 
because teachers have seen sufficient evidence of the student’s achievement, 
should be included in the same system as internal candidates. The system for 
students who do not have a pre-existing relationship with their exam centre is still 
under consideration; some may need to take exams in the autumn, while further and 
higher education institutions will try to consider other evidence to allow these 
students to progress where possible. [Source: Summer 2020 Grades - Guidance for 
Teachers, Students, Parents and Carers] 

 If colleges choose to continue teaching remotely, including work that will inform teacher grade 
judgments, what should students who do not have broadband or a laptop, or who do not have 
sufficient facilities to complete work as well as they would in college, do? 

o Work done after 20th March which suffers under these circumstances should not 
inform teacher grade judgments. [Source: Summer 2020 Grades - Guidance for 
Teachers, Students, Parents and Carers] 

o Further, vulnerable students should be provided with support to access internet and 
a suitable device through the 16-19 bursary; if these funds are exhausted, a 
business case may be made to ESFA asking for additional funding for the purposes 
of connecting vulnerable students to learning. [Source: 16-19 Bursary Fund Guide – 
2019 to 2020 Academic Year] 

 Will the appeals process open colleges up to legal action, given the role of teachers’ 
professional judgment? 

o Centres should expect the possible grounds of appeals to be narrow and based 
around the application of the process, rather than around the grades students 
‘should have’ received, although appeals arrangements are still being considered. 
Legislation will likely be passed to ensure that initial grades awarded by teachers 
before exam board moderation cannot be subject to freedom of information requests. 
[Source: Summer 2020 Grades - Guidance for Teachers, Students, Parents and 
Carers] 

 How will students with rest breaks or other adjustments, or extenuating circumstances, be 
treated for the purpose of grade calculation? 

o Teachers will be asked to judge the grade that these students would have likely 
achieved if they had been able to sit their exams with the intended adjustments in 
place. However, extenuating circumstances will not be considered, as these 
requests relate to circumstances which affect exam performance, and exams are no 
longer taking place. [Source: Summer 2020 Grades - Guidance for Teachers, 
Students, Parents and Carers] 

 Are students on AGQs expected to continue completing coursework remotely? Some exam 
boards are holding colleges to existing deadlines for externally-marked coursework, which 
would require staff to go into college to scan and submit work, as well as potentially 
disadvantaging students without reliable access to technology.  

o This is still for awarding bodies to decide. However, the principle to be followed in 
making this decision is that students on AGQs should be treated like their peers 
studying A levels, unless an alternative assessment is deemed the most 
appropriate, which is likely only in the case of AGQs which contain a certification 
for work, such as childcare. This means that coursework is unlikely to need to 
continue as normal. [Source: Summer 2020 Results for Vocational, Technical and 
Other Qualifications] 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-bursary-fund-guide-2019-to-2020-academic-year#coronavirus-covid-19-specific-update
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-bursary-fund-guide-2019-to-2020-academic-year#coronavirus-covid-19-specific-update
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881109/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications_UPDATE_24APR2020_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881109/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications_UPDATE_24APR2020_.pdf
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 Placements for vocational courses: What will happen to students who will be unable to accrue 
the number of hours needed to fulfil their course requirements by the end of the year, either 
due to illness, self-isolation, or care homes/other external placement providers and colleges 
closing?  

o Again, this is a question for individual awarding bodies, and different qualifications 
may be treated differently.. However, one of the ‘adaptations’ suggested for 
assessment of these qualifications in Ofqual’s proposed marking arrangements is 
the waiving of placement requirements. [Source: Summer 2020 Results for 
Vocational, Technical and Other Qualifications] 

 Do students on legacy QCF AGQs and tech levels need to complete these remotely, as they 
are not assessed via summer exams? 

This will be determined by the relevant awarding bodies in line with Ofqual’s 
proposed approach. However, these are qualifications where it is likely that there will 
already be sufficient evidence for either awarding bodies or centres to provide a 
calculated grade without further coursework completion, which is Ofqual’s preferred 
option where possible. [Source: Summer 2020 Results for Vocational, Technical and 
Other Qualifications] 

 Will there also be AS level resit opportunities in the autumn? 

o AS levels are being treated together with A levels and GCSEs. [Source: Summer 
2020 Grades - Guidance for Teachers, Students, Parents and Carers] 

 What will happen to functional skills students and their grades? 

o Functional skills exams should, in general, be assessed via a calculated grade. 
However, the option of taking an alternative assessment is open to awarding bodies 
if they feel that they cannot fairly calculate a grade, and this is currently City and 
Guilds’ plan—it has announced that their functional skills qualifications be completed 
online using video-conferencing software, allowing students to receive examined 
grades as normal. It is not yet clear whether Ofqual will rule that this is out of step 
with the principle of providing a calculated grade where possible. [Source: City and 
Guilds Functional Skills – Covid-19] 

 Will T Levels still begin in September? 

o As of April 6th, the minister has written to providers to confirm that they should 
prepare to begin T level work as planned in September. [Source: T Levels: Next 
Steps for Providers] 

 Will apprenticeships where firms have not closed continue, despite assessors no longer being 
allowed in? 

o Yes; assessment will be delayed or moved online where possible. [Source: 
Apprenticeship Programme Response] 

 

More information required: 

 Will exam boards be reviewing the specifications in terms of content for the summer 2021 
exams for current Y12s? If colleges are closed for an extended period, trying to cover the same 
amount of content in less time will be difficult. 

 How should colleges handle taking in a large number of new Year 12s in September whose 
main focus is on resitting their GCSE exams in the autumn? 

 Is sampling of work by exam boards for BTECs still supposed to be ongoing? Some awarding 
bodies are still doing this. 

 Will Centre Review of Marking requirements apply? 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881109/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications_UPDATE_24APR2020_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881109/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications_UPDATE_24APR2020_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881109/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications_UPDATE_24APR2020_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881109/Summer_2020_results_for_vocational_technical_and_other_qualifications_UPDATE_24APR2020_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/functional-skills
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/functional-skills
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/t-levels-next-steps-for-providers?utm_source=2652fe62-2c38-4270-a977-aec81e195777&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily#history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/t-levels-next-steps-for-providers?utm_source=2652fe62-2c38-4270-a977-aec81e195777&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-apprenticeship-programme-response/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-apprentices-employers-training-providers-end-point-assessment-organisations-and-external-quality-assurance-pro
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 Performance tables have been cancelled this year, but students affected by these closures will 
continue at colleges until they graduate in 2021 or even 2022, potentially affecting value-added 
and performance. Will this be taken into account? 

 Will GCSE re-sitters due to complete Level 3 study in 2021 receive calculated grades this 
summer or be entered for exams next year? 

 Will A level re-sitters in the autumn have to redo non-exam assessment completed and 
submitted in 2019-20, or will existing coursework be accepted towards the course?  

 Will UCAS consider extending the usual early entry deadline in October? Students would 
usually be spending the summer term preparing for these applications, but this will now be 
more difficult and keeping the deadline in October would advantage students from affluent 
families whose families or tutors are likely to be able to advise throughout the summer. 


	 What is meant by ‘vulnerable’? We know it includes students with EHCPs and a social worker; what about those living independently, with known mental health issues, LDD, or a personal care package?
	1. Workforce
	2. Funding
	 Might the ILR retention date (day 42) be delayed to allow colleges more time to ensure their students are on the right courses in 2020-21?
	3. Qualifications and exams
	 Is sampling of work by exam boards for BTECs still supposed to be ongoing? Some awarding bodies are still doing this.
	 Performance tables have been cancelled this year, but students affected by these closures will continue at colleges until they graduate in 2021 or even 2022, potentially affecting value-added and performance. Will this be taken into account?
	 Will GCSE re-sitters due to complete Level 3 study in 2021 receive calculated grades this summer or be entered for exams next year?
	 Will A level re-sitters in the autumn have to redo non-exam assessment completed and submitted in 2019-20, or will existing coursework be accepted towards the course?
	 Will UCAS consider extending the usual early entry deadline in October? Students would usually be spending the summer term preparing for these applications, but this will now be more difficult and keeping the deadline in October would advantage stud...

